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             Weaving culture together in Yamhill County
Annual Report – Fiscal Year 2015-16
The Yamhill County Cultural Coalition’s (YCCC) fiscal year begins July 1. Our annual Thank You Party was held on July 14 at Red Ridge Farms in Dayton. This event acknowledges donors who supported our Fall 2015 fundraising campaign and showcases the current YCCC grant recipients and their projects. 
The Thank You Party served as the public launch of our new website and logo. The website highlights the art, heritage, and humanities resources and activities in our county. The website includes an event calendar that can be filtered by cultural category, on-line giving capability, and access to grant information.
We celebrated a full, 15-member YCCC board with the addition of business and service professionals, and three Spanish speakers.

As part of our emphasis on outreach and brand awareness, YCCC continued to send quarterly e-newsletters to past donors and culture providers.

Grant applications were submitted by the September 30th deadline and the YCCC Grants Committee reviewed and recommended funding. YCCC distributed $17,455 for the 2016 grant cycle to 14 applicants. (Go to http://yamhillcountyculture.org/grants/ for a list of recipients.) Annual funds come from Oregon Cultural Trust, and we were fortunate to receive an additional $4,000 from an Oregon Community Foundation Small Arts and Culture Grant to augment funds to grantees. Since 2004, YCCC has distributed $138,200 to support cultural activities in Yamhill County.
YCCC conducts the annual Cultural Campaign, each November and December. This is a one-stop donation opportunity for local culture supporters. YCCC partnered with 15 local organizations. The partners provided e-mailing lists and YCCC sent solicitation emails or letters. Donors designate gifts to any of the partners and are encouraged to make a matching gift to the Oregon Cultural Trust to gain a state tax credit. We again offered an online giving option. The Cultural Campaign extends the fundraising capabilities of our cultural partners at a minimal cost. YCCC collected $20,820 in the Fall 2015 campaign, distributed $15,687 to partners and collected $4,496 for YCCC.

This year, YCCC envisioned the Arts, Culture and Prosperity Project (ACP). The two prime goals of ACP are to 1) compile a cultural asset inventory of artists and culture bearers, and 2) conduct a data driven study in collaboration with Americans for the Arts to measure the economic impact of the non-profit art and culture industry in Yamhill County. Expected outcomes are to 1) identify, connect and support local culture providers with particular outreach to Spanish speaking communities, 2) build connections between governments, businesses, citizens and visitors, and 3) identify and develop new tools for promoting arts and culture, increasing participation. YCCC conducted an informational social event for local stakeholders in August, made numerous presentations to government and service groups and forged collaborations with Oregon State University and Linfield College to extend our outreach to Spanish speakers in the county. In February, YCCC was awarded $18,500 by Oregon Community Foundation to support ACP along with about $3,000 from local donors. We have hired outreach workers to connect with culture bearers throughout the county. The ACP steering committee has developed drafts of cultural asset inventory surveys for art, heritage and humanities. We have hired a technology worker to create and refine the online forms and data collection tools. YCCC is asking for help from residents throughout the county to identify and reach the people, places and events that need to be in the inventory.  
2016 YCCC Board Retreat: The prime goal of this year’s retreat was to revise the coalition Cultural Plan and set 5 year goals with objectives and priorities. We also celebrated successes and brainstormed about how to increase YCCC’s effectiveness and sustainability.
Our 2016 Cultural Plan Goals:

Goal 1 – Grow resources for culture in Yamhill County

Goal 2 – Maximize county-wide visibility for YCCC and Yamhill County Culture

Goal 3 – Support existing and emerging cultural organizations, providers and individuals
